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A Thanksgiving Sermon, 


REVELATIONS xviii. 4. 


Ap Theard another voice from heaven, ſaying, Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
ber fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 


A LTHOUGH the holy ſcriptures were not pri- 
marily written for a book of political inſtruc- 

tion to mankind, they contain much which ought 
to be ſeriouſly ſtudied by the rulers of a free and 
chriſtian people. The church and civil ſtate are ſo 
connected, in events which take place, that the in- 
formation Gop hath been pleaſed to give the for- 
mer, may often be improved by the latter to great. 
advantage. The whole divine government of men 
is with reference to his church—to the intereſts of 
his kingdom, and the accompliſhment of the pur- 
poſes of his grace. The cabinet of earthly princes 
is ſubſervient to the king of Zion ; and the armies 
and the heroes of hoſtile nations, although they 


— 
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6 THANKSGIVING SERMON. 
mean not to be thus conſidered and know not by 
whom they are girded, he calls his armies and his 
ſervants to execute the purpoſes of his counſel, and 
avenge him on his enemies who know not his name, 
or have departed from the faith which he gave 
them to ep. 


— THERE have been ſundry periods, ſome of which 


were pointed out in the ſure word of prophecy, 
when the world has been convulſed with mighty 
revolutions, to anſwer ſome great deſigns in Gop's 
moral and evangelical government.—It was thus 
when his people Ifrael were removed from Egypt 
to Canaan.—It was thus antecedent to CHRIS T's 


birth and the propagation of chriſtianity.—It was 


thus in the diſſolution of the heathen Roman em- 
pire, by which ſo much chriſtian blood had been 
wantonly ſhed.—It was early foretold, that it ſhould 
be thus at the diſſolutionof anti-chriſtian Rome, with 
the civil and religious tyrannies depending on it. 


We have every reaſon to ſuppoſe the laſt of theſe 
periods to be far advanced, and that we now ſee 


and hear the commencement of thoſe terrible judg- 
ments on mankind, by which this work of Gop 
will be concluded. : 


Ir "IRA be any ſerious believers in Go, his 


government and the chriſtian religion, ſituated 
where the weight of theſe judgments muſt fall, 
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they can do no more than endeavor to preſerve the 


purity of their own perſonal faith and practice, and 
pray Gop that he would preſerve them from the 


miſeries of a tumultuous ſtate and from. his heavy 
judgments. His wiſdom and grace are able to bring 
ſuch individuals, however ſituated, into his ſecret 
chambers, and keep them ſafely until the day * 
wrath be overpaſt. 


1 


Ir there be any people ſo ſituated that they may f 
poſſibly eſcape the weight of calamity (as it is ho- 


ped the people of this nation are), it becomes them 
to ſtand at a diſtance from the ſcene of plagues, 
and not come into a ſtate of intimacy, leſt they be 
neceſſitated to drink the dregs of a very bitter cup. 
To ſuch a people the exhortation of the text, 
which is inſerted in the prophetic account of the 
deſtruction of Babylon, contains moſt important 
inſtruction political and religious. And. I heard 
another voice from heaven, ſaying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and receive 
not of her plagues. | 1 45 


In the proclamation which calls us to the duties 


of this day, there is the following very worthy paſ- 


ſage, © At the ſame time, to review with humble ad. 
“ miration the caurſe of events, as they are now paſſing 
* on the great theatre of the world ; and to contem- 
plate the occurrences and revolutions in the divine and 
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«© moral government, which are rapidly taking place at 
& the preſent period, in ſuch manner as to fill our minds 


«CK witha heartfelt and thankful conviction of the ft uUper 8 


6e intendir3 providence of the MosT Hen, and of his 


ec general and influential government in all events; 


«© whereby we may be led to a grateful acknowledgment 
*© of His di Mingulſbing goodneſs zo our highly favored 
« land me country, in the bleſſings which we road 


e enjoy.” 


Tus is truly a period of wonderful events in 
the moral government of Gop; and they. take 
place in ſuch a manner and at ſuch a-period, as can- 


not fail, if we be indeed chriſtian believers, to fill 
our minds with heartfelt and thankful conviction 


of a ſuperintending providence. Gop is now ma- 


king himſelf known by the judgments which.he ex- 
- ecuteth in the earth. He is now by the works of 


his providence, giving the ultimate, and that which 
will be the all-eonvincing evidence of the truth of 
the ſcriptures. There is but a little period to come 
compared with the paſt, in which infidelity will 


dare ſpeak its ſentiments. All conſiderate and 
good people lee this already, and though there be 


ſome infidels againſt growing light, infinite wiſdom 
permits them to riſe up for two purpoſes ; firſt, to 
fulfil more bloody judgments on apoſtate Chriſten- 
dom than men of good hearts would with tobe the 
inſtruments of executing, although they know 
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| | ol — 
them to be juſt; and ſecondly, that by their avow. 
ed principles, practice, and the end to which provi- 
dence will bring them, they may be a warning to 
future ages againſt infidelity. | Gop: teaches men 
by experience. Within the concluſion of a centu- 
ry, from this time, it will not be diſputed what 


was meant by prophetic Babylon. Her great wick- 


edneſs will be illuſtrated to univerſal knowledge by 
her great plagues. It will alſo appear, that infidel- 


ity was the inſtrument prepared by Gop for her 


puniſhment z that this infidelity naturally ſprung out 


of her own corruption, or rather was the laſt ſtage 


of anti-chriftian apoſtacy ; and that having conſu · 
med itſelf and the parent which gave it birth, the 
judgments of God are finiſhed. Anew æra will take 
place. Through the inſtruction of paſt experience, 
and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, righteouſ- 
neſs and peace will fill the earth. All the prophe- 
cies deſcribe this ſucceſſion of events. The paſt 
and preſent fulfilment of them, muſt remove from 
wiſe minds, all doubt concerning the future, 


Tx ancient prophets, have interſperſed in their 
writings, many predictions which are now fulfilling, 
The preſent period was foretold by all the prophetic 


ſeers, by David, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the 
leſſer prophets. It would not be difficult to ſelect 
from theſe, a multitude of predictions relating ta 
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10 THANKSGIVING SERMON. 


the Weben day, tad it is only a want of time, on 


the preſent occaſion, which prevents my doing it. 

Daxter among the ancients, may be called the 
father of prophecy, both from the vaſt extent of 
his predictions, which reach down to the end of 
time; and from the exactneſs with which he mark- 
ed all theſe great events in empire, by which the 
ſtate of the church has been materially affected. 
His viſions are an epitome of the hiſtory of the 


world.— They are repeated in ſo many forms, and 


accompanied with ſuch explanations, that a candid 
mind cannot deny them to be the wonderful truth 
of him who governs the univerſe, and holds the na- 
tions and all their counſels in his hand. 


In the language of Worbevy tyrannical gov- 
ernments, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, are repre- 
ſented by fierce and deſtroying beaſts, which deſo- 
late men and the places where they come. Civil 
hiftory informs us of four ſucceſſive dominions, 
which have ariſen in the world from the time of 


Daniel —each aiming at univerſal empire, and de- 


ſtroying the one which preceded it. The ancient 
Babylonian, which exiſted when Daniel propheſied 
—the Medo-Perſian—the Grecian—and the Ro- 


man. Theſe were repreſented in viſion to him, as 


related in chapter vii, by four fierce and deſtroying 
beaſts. By a compariſon between the character of 


— —— n — : 
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| theſe dowinions, as they have been verified in \ fact, 

and the ſymbolical repreſentation of them we find a 
remarkable ſimilarity. The laſt of theſe dominions, 
the Roman, is repreſented as being of long contin- 
|  uance, of mighty ſtrength, fierce, terrible to man- 
kind, full of oppreſſion, perſecution and tyranny 


"79 over both the ſouls and bodies of men.—lt is the 


dying pangs of this fourth beaſt which now con- 
vulſe the world. | 


- Hy while mankind are tormented by this ſtrug- 
gle, following the word of prophecy we meet a 
moſt comfortable truth, which is this, that there 
ſhall never be another univerſal tyrannical domin- 
ion. It may beattempted, and we have reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that it is now attempted, by the infidels of 
France, and their emiſſaries in other countries, but 
Gop will blaſt their deſigns. Of this the proph- 
ecy of Daniel aſſures us, in many paſſages of the 
book. In the 7th chapter, he tells us he beheld un- 
til this fourth beaſt was flain and his body deſtroy- 
ed and given to the burning flame. To which he 
directly adds, I ſaro in the night-vifions, and be- 
hold, one like the ſon of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations and languages, ſhould ſerve him : his dominion 
is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 
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— 


and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſeroyed.— 
Again towards the end of the chapter, ſpeaking of 
the deſtruction of this beaſt he faith, © But the 
judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his domin- 
ion to conſume and to defiroy it unto the end, And the 
kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of the kingdoni 
under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to the. people of 
the ſaints of the Mos Hicn ; whoſe kingdom is an 
everlaſting kingdom ; and all deminion ſhall ſerve and 
obey him. Obſerve the prediction: The kingdom 
and the greatneſs of the kingdom under the #whole brav- 
en, ſhall be given to the people of the ſaints of the MosT 
Hoek. Not to infidels.—Not to men who deny 
the being—the providence—the religion and: the 
ſabbath of the Lord, by which alone, as means, 


a ſenſe of moral obligation can be kept alive in the 


human mind.—Not to thoſe diſorganizers of ſocie- 


ty who deny all moral obligation and the duties re- 
| ſulting from it. The Lord may uſe ſuch inſtru- 


ments to do his ſtrange work of judgment in the 
earth, but his prophetic word hath affured us they 
ſhall never attain univerſal dominion. They may, 
for a very ſhort feafon, be uſed as a rod in the hand 


of divine juſtice they may be the means of cor- 


recting many people and of correcting us, if our 
departure from the faith and practice of the goſpel 
ſhould require it for the honor of the truth; but 
after this is done, they ſhall ſuddenly come to their 
end and no man ſhall help them. This is the 
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— 


tourſe of events which muſt happen from the na- 
ture of ſociety, and the effect of crimes on the ſo- 
cial ſtate. It is alſo made certain Oy the IR 
n of Gon. 551 


Tex ——_— John, who wrotethe word out | 
text, is the next prophet of eminence, whom I ſhall 


notice at this time. He was one of the apoſtles, 


and the diſciple: whom Jzsus loved. When of a 
great age he was baniſhed by the emperor Domitian 
to the ifle of . Patmos, and there received and pub- 
liſhed his Apocalypſe or book of . Revelations, 
His prophecies were written more than ſix hun- 
dred years after the book of Daniel. At this time 
the three firſt of Daniel's beaſts, the ancient Baby- 
lonian, the Medo-Perfian, and the Grecian em- 
pire formed by Alexander, had ariſen in ſucceſſion, 
had deſtroyed each other, done their work of tor- 

menting mankind, and their dominion was taken a- 
| way, therefore the prophet John takes no notice of 
them. The fourth beaſt, the Roman empire, was 
then in its full ſtrength. To this his prophecy was 
directed, deſcribing its character, its malice againſt 
the truth and the pure church of CHRIST -Lits di- 
vers changes and forms of government—its de- 
cline and apparent death for a ſhort ſeaſon—and 
then its revival, in a more blaſphemous form than 
it firſt exiſted together with its miſerable deſtruc- 
tion by the avenging power of God, which is now 
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24 THANKSGIVING SERMON. 
taking place. We are, my brethren, come to what 
the ſcripture emphatically calls the laſt days. The 
laſt tyrannical form of -government is falling to 
pieces, for which event there hath long been a 
growing preparation in the ſtate of the nations, 
The pangs of miſery will be great on men, and 
greateſt on thoſe nations and places, which moſt 
contributed to the rife and continuance of this civil 
and religious tyranny. Let us remember not to 
come near it, for its dying breath is contagious. It 
is the body of Daniel's fourth beaſt that is dying, 
-and infidelity with its natural conſequences, war and 
diſorganization, are the plague by which it is con- 
fuming. All wiſe people will withdraw their em- 
races, both from the dying er and the diſeaſe - 


TE which it periſheth. 


if, 


To underſtand the Apcealraſe of St. John, there 
muſt be a very conſiderable acquaintance with hif- 
tory, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, from his day 
down to the preſent. But few men have it, and of 
this few, only a part are ſuch chriſtians as have the 
intereſts of CHRIS r's kingdom on their hearts. 
This muſt be a ſealed book to the greateſt part of 
chriſtians, from their not having. that acquaint- 
ance with civil and ecclefiaſtical hiſtory, which is 
neceſſary to ſee the fulfilment. 


IxnERꝝ is, alſo, another reaſon, from which we 
muſt expect it to be a book hard to underſtand, 
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even to all. The infinite wiſdom of Gon, deſigned, 
for the comfort of his people and the conſolation of 
thoſe who hold the faith of JIEsus, to reveal the 


general ſtate of things, his governing providence 


over his church, the riſe of error, the conflict be- 
tween the two kingdoms, and the miſerable end of 
deluſion and of a departure from the humility and 
ſimplicity of the faith in JzsUs ; but not to deſcribe 
the particular inſtruments and events by which all 
theſe things ſhould be done. For this reaſon figu- 
rative and metaphorical language is introduced, 
and we muſt wait until the fulfilment, to ſee the ex- 
act intention of the holy _ in all the figures 
which are uſed. _ : 


_ To the inconſiderate and unlearned in the paſt 
hiſtory of divine providence, it. is not ſtrange, that 
the book of Revelations appears like a confuſion 
of metaphors, and a deſcription of things done by 
agents out of the courſe of nature; but in ſolemn 
language, where the agency of Gop and creatures, 
and ſcenes of the viſible and inviſible world are 
awfully mingled. To thoſe who are qualified and 
give themſelves to underſtand it appears far differ- 
ent. Although expreſſed in metaphors, and con- 
taining a number of viſions which repreſent the 
ſame truths, and the fame events in the hiſtory of 
men and of divine providence, it is a ſyſtematic 
book, It begins with a moſt ſolemn viſion of the 
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great king in Zion, and an addreſs to the churches 
then in being, ſignified by the ſeven churches in 
Aſia. This is contained in the three firſt chapters, 
From the beginning of the fourth to the end of the 


eighteenth chapter, we have a deſcription of the 


Roman dominion from the time of John to its utter 
extinction and puniſhment. It was then heathen 
Rome; after this is was what has been called chriC. 
tian Rome; which has ſince degenerated into an- 
ti-chriſtian Rome or the Babylon of this celebrated 
chriſtian prophet. It has been of long continu- 
ance—has aſſumed various forms of government, 
but in allof them beentyrannical-—has been brought 
apparently to the duſt, and then revived again—has 
been in every form, either by heathen violence or 


anti- chriſtian idolatry, dangerous to the pure reli- 


gion of Ixsus CHRIST has firſt enflaved the world 
by civil power, and then by a mixture of civil and 
religious tyranny, and is now dying by the agency 
of its own infidel children. The unprincipled oft. 
ſpring are now eating the fleſh and drinking the 
blood, the riches, the ſtrength, and all * delica« 
cies of the impure mother. 


Berorz I hogan any further, to guard myſelf 
from an imputation of bitterneſs againſt the Roman 
church, I muſt obſerve, that I ſee no reaſon to con- 
clude there may not have been many ſincere and 
good people in her communion, eſpecially in that 
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claſs of perſons, who had little means of informa»: 
tion. Good men may fall into great errors. A 
great number of the late Roman clergy in France, 
have met death in its moſt barbarous forms, with a 
' conſtancy and a patience evincing a tender con- 
ſcience and a love of Gop. It is the Talleyrands in 
character and their aſſociates, whom I conceive to 
be moſt properly deſignated by the mother of har- 
lots, in the preſent _ * the yu a 
from Gow! | 


b FarTHER, It is yet impoſſible for us accurately to 
determine, how near the churches which call them< 
| ſelves proteſtant and reformed, come to the true 
ſtandard of evangelical faith, practice and diſcipline. 
This reformation hath taken place in various de- 
grees in the ſeveral parts where it hath extended, 

and in the beſt there may be much hay and ſtubble | 
{till to conſume. Though no denomination, of the 


| proteſtant and reformed churches, will be willing 


to allow this of themſelves, it may belong in ſome 
reſpects to all of them. Neither is it ſeen how any 
church, which reſts in a bare profeſſion without the 
power and vital life of godlineſs, can free itſelf from 
the charge, and many ſuch may doubtleſs be found 
in reformed Chriſtendom. When Gop hath ariſ- 
en to prepare the world for the eſtabliſhment of a 
more pure faith and practice, it becomes all to ex- 
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amine haſte and repent, leſt they. be undi in 
the number e muſt be exterminated. 

— iti ani! theſe itt to. fo. 
cure myſelf againſt the imputation of a rigorous 
and uncharitable ſpirit, I muſt be allowed freely to 
ſay, that the Roman empire in all its: forms, the an: 
cient and modern, the civil and eccleſiaſtical hath 
been a tyrannical and perſecuting power. It is 
unqueſtionably the ſame power pointed out in the 
goſpel prophecies, by the man of ſin by the beaſt 
the mother of harlots—the. falſe propbet-—the 
beaſt that aſcended out of the bottomleſs: pit and 


endeavored to deſtroy the witneſſes: of Gon—the. 


dragon that caft out of his mouth a flood of water 
to deſtroy the truth of Gop—the modern Babylon 
which fhould fall by the fignal judgments of Gop 
that great city that ruleth over the kings of the 
earth. Moſt of theſe names were uſed by the: 
prophet John in his ſucceſſi ue viſions, the luer ex · 
FOO the former. 


Taz events, which are principal matter of St. 
John's prophecy, are thrown into three great diviſ. 


ions of time, deſignated by the opening of ſeven 


ſeals, the ſounding of ſeven trumpets, and the pour- 
ing out of ſeven vials of Gop's wrath. The open- 


ing of the ſeventh ſeal contains the whole ſucceed. 


ing period of the trumpets and vials. The ſound- 
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ing of the ſeventh trumpet, contains the whole pe- 
riod of the vials down to the complete deſtruction 

of that tyrannical power, which is the burden of his 

deſcription. All theſe prophetic figures, deſcribe 

judgments on the enemies of Gop's truth, moſt of 
which have already taken place, but my preſent 

time prohibits a particular deſcription of the events 

by which they have been fulfilled. 


Tux fix firſt ſeals are deſcriptive of heavy judg- 
ments on the heathen Roman empire, from the 
time of John, down to Conſtantine who declared 
himſelf a chriſtian, and placed chriſtians in all pla- 
ces of public office. This was in the chriſtian æra 
about 320. The chriſtian church now enjoyed a 
ſhort pauſe of peace from the power of its enemies, 
| repreſented in the prophecy by praiſes in heaven and 
earth, and the ſealing of the ſervants of Gon. 


Bur the Roman empire in its imperial form 
was not long to ſurvive. Although Conſtantine and 
a number of ſucceeding emperors declared them. 
ſelves to be chriſtians, Rome was to receive that 
deadly wound which was healed again in the riſe 
of a mixed tyranny, partly civil and partly eccleſi. 
aſtical. This wound was given by the events 
prefigured by the ſounding of the ſix firſt trumpets. 
The northern pagans and ſavages of Europe broke 
in upon the empire and reduced it to the deepeſt 
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humiliation, which continued from 500 to 700 of 


the chriſtian æra, in which period Rome had many 
changes, all of them humiliating. It was this pe- 
ried which is mentioned in the 1 zth chapter of 


John in his Revelation, when one of the heads of 
the beaſts, meaning the imperial form of govern- 
ment, received a deadly wound ; which wound un- 
to death he tells us was healed again ſo that all the 
nations wondered after the beaſt. The healing of 
this deadly wound conſiſted in the riſe of the papal 
hierarchy, and the political eſtates of Europe, which 
have continued without eſſential change to the preſ- 


ent day. This is eminently the ,beaſt with ſeven 


heads and ten horns deſcribed by John. He tells 
us that the ſeven heads, are ſeven kings or forms of 


government which Rome ſhould have, and every 


thorough hiſtorian can enumerate them. That the 


ten horns are ten kingdoms or political ſtates, into 


which the ancient empire ſhould be divided, and we 
know that in every period for more than a thouſand | 
years paſt, it hath been nearly or exactly this number. 
The co · eſtates of the old Roman empire, although 
under different ſovereigns, and often at mutual en- 


mity, have formed a body diſtinct from the reſt of 


mankind, and have ſtretched the iron hand of their 
influence to the ends of the earth. They have ſpo- 


ken of their rights as extending to the bodies and 


fouls of all men ; and of the balance of power be- 
tween themſelves, as though it were an eternal rule 
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of right for all the creatures of Gop. This r 
of the old Roman empire hath perpetually embroil- 
ed the world, either by its arts or its power. It 
hath viſited every coaſt—hath made a claim on ev- 
_ ery clime—hath concentered the luxuries of the 
earth in its boſom, and there hath - ſcarce been a 
contention between nations, in other quarters of 
the globe, to which it hath not been the author or 
a partizan. Its tyranny hath been over its own ſub- 
jets and the people of diſtant regions. Toa civil 
deſpotiſm, which naturally grew out of the barba- 
rous foundation of feudal rights, it hath added a re- 
ligious tyranny beyond all the ſins that have before 
defiled the earth or oppreſſed men. It hath blaſphe- 
mouſly changed anduſedthereligion of the meek and 
lowly JzsUs, to ſcourge oppreſſed nations—to de- 
throne lawful princes—and to indulge and pardon 
the worſt of ſubjeQs in the greateſt crimes. The 
civil and the religious tyrant, have walked hand in 
hand to deceive, to impoverifh, to enflave ſoul and 
body, and then to hail the whole as done for the 
glory of God. Theſe prophecies of John had a 
vaſt object for their deſcription. Not merely one 
city, or nation or century of time; but the great 
political body of Europe with its dependencies in 
other quarters of the globe, which is the old Ro- 
man empire ariſen in a new form, conſiſting of 
popes, eccleſiaſtical ſtates and dignities, profeſſed a- 
poſtles of Ixsvs at the head of armies, emperors, 
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kings, princes, and a multifarious catalogue of civil 


and eccleſiaſtical courts, dignities, powers and op- 


preſſions. This vaſt body has been called the holy 
Roman church, and the holy Roman empire with 
its allies. This enormous maſs of civil and reli- 
gious oppreſſion began to take its form and deve- 
lope its true character, from 500 to 600 of the chriſ- 
tian æra. By the year 1350 its features were com- 
pletely opened. The pouring of the ſeven vials of 
God's wrath is a prophetic deſcription of the events, 
through which this oppreſſive power ſhall be brought 
down again to utter ruin. They probably began 


to run between 800 and goo of the chriſtian era, 


and from prophetic computation, we may detet- 
mine that the great work of God will be done be- 
fore the concluſion of the next century. The pour- 
ing out of the fifth vial on the ſeat of the beaſt, un- 
queſtionably means the reformation, with the foun- 
dation that was then laid by the ſpread of knowl- 
edge, for the ſpreading of civil and religious lib- 


-ofty, in many, which are now principal powers 


within the limits of the old Roman empire. It is 
worthy of remark, that the nations which then, in 
a degree emerged, although they have been ſhaken 
in the preſent commotion, have drank leſs deep of 
the cup, and are probably reſerved by the wiſdom 
of God, to ſet limits to this inundation of miſery, 


through the outraging paſſions of men. This is 
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true of Britain, the Swedes, the Danes and the 
northern parts of Europe and Germany. 


Ir is the ſixth and feventh vials in combination 
that are now running. An ingenious and learned 
ſermon, lately publiſhed by the Rev. Preſident 
Dwight, hath juſtly explained the three impure 
ſpirits, under the fixth vial, that went out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the 
beaft, and out of the mouth of the falſe prophet, to 
mean the principles of infidelity, which within a 
a century have riſen in the old chriſtian world. 
The events and the effects fo preciſely mark the pe· 
riod of propheey, that we cannot miſtake it. The 
cauſes of the preſent war in Europe lie in the moral 
world. Theſe impure fpirits, have already gatker- 
ed the kings or nations, to the battle of the great 
day of Gop Almighty. The battle is fighting 
the blood is running, and it will vun. There: may 
be a multitude of eontradicting events, but the 
principal features of the ſeene will be the ſame un- 
til this Babylon is fallen.“ It is the irreſiſtible work 


The writer does not mean that every future event, in the courſe 
of thoſe national commotions which bava begun, will in the judg- 
ment of men, directly conſpire to this end. Gop worketh by 
means beyond the fearch of human wiſdom, and is often deſtroying 
when we think him to be building up. If France ſhould again 
ſpeedily obey a monarch, and Rome a conſiſtory of pope and cardi- 
nals this would not put a ftop to the great work which is begun. 
There are natural] and political reaſons inwrought with the preſent 
Kate of Europe and of ſociety which, fhow what the concluſion will 

and thoſe retrograde events which may happen, can ferve only 
to protract the mulery of men, give every. dreadful feature to the 
ftruggle, and add to the completion of the final cataſtrophe, thus 


confirming the awful deſcription of prophecy. 


— — 


* 
— ͤ U-üàAbꝛ —— — 


OSS TIA 
— — 


——ä—äñ 4 —ͤ — ——— — G2 — • äw—4UU — ne ee” * 
—— ———kñ—— ʒ— k ʒ=(u•j⁊Äñĩx/⸗boxʃ ere ret —— ———⏑ ere — — 
— Ms — ey; _ * 


2 ²˙ . TIT — 


—— 2 —— ͥ ́ — — 
. a — = > — 42>; 


rr OO OREGON ˙ ͤ d „4 „ 
. . W p 


232425254 „% „„ 
— — . tp 
» + 


I Ne EE ls 


IT 


ͤ.ü—— ——— — BY. — —— —— — 
— Pane EPR TIE. 
2 


—— — ———— — — 


— — 


— 


1 
i 
39 
[2 
IT: 
5 
1 
N 
1 
$1 
oy 
1 
4. 
1 
* 


—— . 75 — ge __ 


'+ ; 
7 
4 s 
. 
. 
0 
13 
N 
= 
. 
1 : 
7 
1 
3 * 
# 7* 
: i 
3 
1 
7 1 
be 
4 (2 
1 
„ 
1 
f 
{ 
"s . 
$2] 
7 
15 
3:7 


ns 


- — 1 
. 

er 
— why — — . — 
a2 —_ _ 
. — 2 > 

__. — 

— oy - 0 5 


24 THANKSGIVING SERMON. 


of Gop and muſt go on, for the month of the 
Lord himſelf hath ſpoken it. And while the work 
is going on, ſome will. ſee and give glory to the 
Gop of heaven; but thoſe who are moſt deeply in- 
volved in theſe events will neither ſee nor fear. 


Taz 18th chapter of the prophecy, which my 
hearers will read at their leiſure, deſcribes the wail- 
ing that is made over this' wreck of nations. The 
kings of the earth, and the merchants of the earth, 
and every ſhip-maſter, and all the company in 
ſkips and the ſailors, and as many as trade by ſea, 
are repreſented as ſtanding afar off and ſaying, 
Alas ! alas ! that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city! for in one hour, that is very ſuddenly, is thy 
judgment come.—How correſponding are the e- 
vents of the preſent period! The counſels and the 
policy of nations, far and near are deeply affected 
by the great battle. The merchants of the earth 
and thoſe that do buſineſs on the deep waters, all 
become intereſted in the ſcene, and by its conſe- 
quences almoſt through the whole world, they are 
reduced to wailing and diſtreſs. Who beſide Gop 
could have enabled his ſervants to foretel theſe e- 
vents, at ſo vaſt a period from their accompliſh- 
ment | 


In the midſt of the deſcription of this ruin, our 
text hath its place—Azd TI heard another voice from 
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| heaven, ſaying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her jms, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues. This exhortation is full of important in- 


ſtruction. It muſt be principally meant for ſar- 


rounding and diſtant nations ; and all the preced- 
ing parts of this diſcourſe were deſigned to giveit a 
deep impreſſion on your minds. A'few individu- 


als; of thoſe who fear Gor, may be ſo circumſtan- 


ced as will enable them to leave the ſcene of de- 
ſtruction, and ſeek a foreign aſylum ; but it can be 
only a few. Much the greateſt part of ſuch indi- 


viduals muſt by faith and prayer commit themſelves 


to the divine keeping, and Gop. can preſerve them 
in the midſt of theſe political thunderings and 
earthquakes. WY 


To nations ſituated as the American now is, the 


text gives moſt excellent advice, and points out the 


only poſſible way of preſervation. Come out of her 


my people. 


1ſt, Avolp the principles which are bringing 


her to a deſerved and an awful end. It is the de- 

moralizing principles of infidelity, which have 

thrown Europe into a ſtate, on which the reſt of 

mankind look with fear and horror. There may 

be many honeſt men in the revolutionizing nations, 

men who would love rational liberty under the 
| D | 
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ſteady reign of juft and. equitable laws. Some of 
theſe men may be deceived to think they are work- 
ing out the ſalvation of poſterity ; but the reins of 
public direction are evidently in the hands of anoth- 
er claſs, men who have no honeſty belonging to 
them—no love of human nature and human rights 
—no moral principle—who dare to do every wick- 
edneſs which they have opportunity to execute, ei- 
ther by force or deception. The reaſon they do 


not regard the rights of juſtice and humanity is be- 


cauſe they have no fear of Gor. The way has 
been a long time preparing for this reign of impie- 
ty, by the diſſemination of an infidelity among thoſe | 
who have aſſumed to be the learned, which denies 
either the being or the juſt character of Gop—his 
providence— his written law and his inſtituted wor- 
ſhip. Let theſe ſacred truths be exploded, and men 
will govern themſelves by their own paſſions and 
appetites. When they have caſt off Gop, by de- 
nying him and his ſacred government and laws, we 
muſt expect that the next ſtep will be to caſt away 


the rights of humanity and ſocial connection. The 


laws of nations, of common equity, of civil rights 


and preſcriptive duties from one man to another, 


and of ſacred conſecration, will all of them be ſwept 
away by ſuch people, and depravity will do its 
worſt. Prophetic deſcription often repreſents the 
preſent wrath of mankind by the metaphor of a 
conſuming fire, and there could not be a more juſt 


— 
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one. Theſe principles deſtroy all before them, and 
though they may firſt enflame the palace, they will 
in the end conſume the thatched cottage. The only 
dark ſymptom attending the preſent ſtate of our 
nation, is that ſome of its people have either em- 
braced or appear approximating towards this infi- 


delity. If there fhould ever be a period that this 


becomes our national character, or men of this caſt 


are able to control our national counſels, America 
muſt drink the cup of Babylon. Then ſhe will be- 


come a limb of the beaſt, whoſe body Gop hath 


{aid ſhall be given to the burning flame. 


2dly. THE divine advice prohibits all permanent 
political c6nneQion with that devoted part of the 
world. Such political engagements and alliances, 
as bind us to ſtand or fall with them, would be the 
moſtextravagant imprudence ; yeamore, they would 
be defying the judgments of Almighty Gop. None 
but a perſon bereft of reaſon would chain himſelf to 
a burning pile. The goodneſs of Gop brought 
our fathers into this region, diſtin from the ſeat of 
plagues. He hath blefſed and made us a great 
people—hath given us all that freedom civil and 
religious, which the nature "of ſociety admits, and 
there is not a ſingle burden or loſs upon us, except 
it be thoſe which ariſe from our remote relations 
to the center of preſent ruin. The voice of provi- 
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dence loudly cries to us, Come out of ker my peo- 
ple—bind not yourſelves to riſe or ſink with her, 
leſt ye be partakers of her ſins, and receive of her 
plagues. | 


3dly. Taz exhortation teaches us not to follow 


the example of her deceitful politics. It is right- 


eouſneſs which exalteth a nation, and national ſin 
is the ruin as well as the reproach of any people: 
A chriſtian nation ſhould be juſt to its promiſes, and 

open and ſincere in its profeſſions, and keep far 
away from an intimate union, with all people, who 
conſider national engagements as promiſes made on- 
ly for the convenience of the moment. Let Amer- 
ica be open and ſincere in her meaſures ; let her 
require juſtice from others and always be willing to 
doit; let her ſtandundaunted by the menaces of ma- 
rauders and pirates, and unpolluted by the intrigues 
of unprincipled men, and the Gor of heaven will 
bleſs her. Let none be deceived by a ſuppoſition | 
that the commotions of the old world are ſoon to 
end, and that there is on this account, leſs reaſon 
for our being guarded. No ſpeedy end to theſe 
troubles can happen. Their pillars are overturned, 


and who can ſet them up again ? Their ſchemes of 


policy are all unhinged, and who can brace them ? 
Their intereſts are become oppoſite, and who. can 
unite them ? Their faith and their morals are 
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gone, and who can reſtore them ? We know that 
Go hath power to do it, but following the pre- 
ditions of his word, we have not much reaſon to 
expect a gracious interpoſition of this nature; for 
we are told, that under thefe plagues, they blaſ- 
phemed Gop, doubtleſs by denying his government 
and his word, and repented not to give him glory. 


My hearers, what reaſon we have for national 
thankſgiving and praiſe ! Let us rejoice and bleſs 
God, that we are far diſtant from the ſeat of thoſe 
judgments, which he hath foretold and is now ful- 
filling. Let us rejoice and be glad that we have 
the word of Gop and ordinances of religion, and are 
not yet enſlaved by a demoralizing infidelity. Let 
us adore his holy name for ſo excellent a form of 
civil government—for rulers who appear to be ap- 
prized of the danger on which we have been med- 
itating—and that Gop hath given us the means of 
ſupporting our national and chriſtian independence. 


Iux bounties of Gop's common providence have 
been abundant, and it is hoped that the affluent will 
teſtify their gratitude to him by ſending portions to 

the poor, for the poor, my brethren, you are al- 
ways to have among you. While we condole with 
| thoſe places where diſeaſe and death have prevailed, 
and mourn with their mourners, we have reaſon to 
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_ + bleſs the Lord who hath given us health, to a de- 
gree unknown before.—Let all theſe mercies en- 
gage us to truſt in the Lord and ſerve him forever. 

—To his great and holy name let us hs ever- 


laſting praiſes. AMEN. 
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